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General overview

Education at a Glance 2023



As for most OECD countries, higher levels of educational attainment associate with 
higher employment rates in Romania

Percentage of employed 25-34 year-olds among all 25-34 year-olds
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In Romania, 20% of 25-64 year-olds have a tertiary qualification as their highest level 
attained, which is well below the OECD average of 40% 

Educational attainment among 25-64 year-olds (2022)
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With 22%, the share of NEETs among 18-24 year-olds remains high in Romania

Distribution of 18-24 year-olds by education and work status (2022)
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Early childhood education

Education at a Glance 2023



In Romania, 15% of 2-year-olds are enrolled in ECE and 64% of 3-year-olds

Enrolment rates of young children, by age (2021)
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Romania is among countries with the highest increase of the investment 
into early childhood education

Average annual change in total expenditure on pre-primary education per child between 2015 and 2020
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Vocational education and training

Education at a Glance 2023

General upper secondary education = theoretical high schools (filiera teoretică); 
Vocational upper secondary education = technological + vocational high schools 
(filierele tehnologică și vocațională) + vocational schools (școlile profesionale din 
învățământul profesional).



One third of 15–19 year-olds are enrolled in upper secondary VET in Romania

Enrolment rates of 15–19-year-olds, by level of education (2021)
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In Romania, expenditure per student is lower in VET programmes than in 
general upper secondary programmes

Total expenditure per full-time equivalent upper secondary education student, by programme orientation (2020)
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11% of vocational graduates are not in employment, education or training after 
graduating in Romania compared to 15% among EU countries

NEET rates among young adults one to three years after completion of upper secondary or post-secondary non-tertiary 
education, by programme orientation (2022) 
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In Romania, 37% of teachers in vocational upper secondary programmes 
are aged 50 or older, against an EU average of 43%

Age profile of teachers in upper secondary vocational programmes (2021) 
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Tertiary education

Education at a Glance 2023



As for most OECD countries, tertiary graduates are less likely to become NEET in 
Romania

Share of NEETs among 25-29 year-olds, by educational attainment (2022)
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With 43%, the share of women with a STEM diploma is quite high compared to the other 
countries

Share of female tertiary graduates in health and welfare, STEM, and all fields (2021)
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Less than 6% of students in Romania come from abroad

Share of international or foreign students in tertiary education in OECD countries (2019, 2020 and 2021)
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The organisation of school education

Education at a Glance 2023



In Romania, the total number of compulsory instruction hours is at 7 602 hours, over 
nine grades

Compulsory instruction time in general education (2023) 
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School breaks in Romania last for about 17 weeks

School breaks in compulsory primary education (2023)
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Teachers salaries remain low in many countries

Education at a Glance 2023



Teacher salaries vary strongly across countries

Upper secondary teachers' statutory salaries, based on the most prevalent qualifications  
at different points in teachers' careers (2022)
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In Romania, as for many other countries, teacher salaries are lower than the salaries 
of other tertiary educated workers

Actual salaries of upper secondary teachers (in general programmes) relative to earnings of tertiary-educated workers 
(2022)
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Education policies to support Ukrainian 
refugees

Education at a Glance 2023



Measures to support the enrolment of Ukrainian refugee students in 
schools in OECD countries

Provision of informaQon (bookletwebsites etc..)

Language catch-up courses

Recruitment of Ukrainian-speaking personnel (teachersassistantsother)

Co-operaQon/communicaQon with the Ukrainian authoriQes

Sessions for families to foster the integraQon of Ukrainian refugees

Recruitment of teachers

Recruitment of teaching assistants

Awareness and informaQon campaigns

Establishment of temporary recepQon classes to facilitate integraQon

CreaQon of Ukrainian/bilingual teaching materials

CreaQon of temporary classes

Ukrainian-only schools 17%

36%

68%

68%

69%

71%

72%

73%

88%

90%

91%

100%

Share of countries implementing a measure



Other materials to go deeper into our data

Education at a Glance 2023



Ukraine, ECEC, Upper secondary education: interactive visualisations

EAG site contains also other materials as 
individual country notes, infographics, blog, 
database, …. 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiOTViNDUzNDEtOTlmOS00ZmMyLTgxNDMtYzg4Mjk0ZGVmZDEwIiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9&pageName=ReportSection30b8f2ad2be1e97906bc
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiZTMwMTk1ODUtYjJlMi00Zjc0LWJiNzUtZGE1NTU3ODI0MTY2IiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNzcyMjczNTMtYzdhMi00MTJkLThjZjgtOTlhNDhjNWU3NWYwIiwidCI6ImFjNDFjN2Q0LTFmNjEtNDYwZC1iMGY0LWZjOTI1YTJiNDcxYyIsImMiOjh9
https://www.oecd.org/education/education-at-a-glance/
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